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"Now the world has become real? The fate of Adam
and Eve when they were driven out of Paradise," Ramsdell
said. "Not exceptional, Julie."
She smiled. "No, Not exceptional. That doesn't make
it easier. . . . And the odd thing is that the world hasn't
become real yet. If it had, either we should have parted
and put it all behind us, or we should be meeting secretly
and leaving Rupert out of our thoughts, or we should be
waiting for him to die, wanting him to die so that we could
be together. But Rupert has become the most powerful in-
fluence in my life—and in Lewis's. What we are now we
are because of him and what we become we shall become
because of him. I can't tell you why, but it is so. When
you know him, you'll understand. I don't love him, except
as one loves a god. His love for me, his bodily love I mean,
has a kind of terror in it for that reason; it is horrible to
me because I worship him—because I worship him, do you
understand?" She was breathless. "I can't overcome that
shrinking. I can't. It's a kind of paralysis—like a dream in
which you're turned to stone, no will, no power of move-
ment, just helpless. And he thinks that it's because he is
maimed. He thinks^ with a dreadful humility that's an
agony to me, that he is repulsive. I don't know how to kill
that idea in him. I can't. I do everything. I	" She turned
her head away.
"Is it a true idea?"
"That he is physically repulsive? No."
"Truer than you will admit, Julie?"
"No! no!" She faced him, her eyes hard and shining.
"Don't you understand? I am far beyond that—caring
what happens to my body. All I care for is to let his im-
agination of me fulfil itself. He has lost everything else;
everything he has ever loved or honoured or hoped for is
poured into me. There's nothing earthly left to him but
his idea of me. If I broke that, if he knew the truth, he'd
go mad. But he shan't know. He has a power of seeing and
understanding everything, except that one thing. He sees
through a thousand shams and pretences; you can't lie to
him; he has a light in him that shows him his own truth

